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Advertiſement. 


5 H 0 Sr WILLIAM 
TS SOAMES Tranſlation 

/ the following Poem, 
== was in ſeveral Places very 
I done; yet the Diction of Poetry 


8 In this Edition are likgwiſe inſerted 
Jy Claſſical References, and ſome curious 
A 3 Expla- 


Advertiſement. 


Explanatory Notes, taken from the laft f 
Faris, 8 Copy ef, our Author s Works 
publiſh d face bis Death by the Fa- 
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| HE Whole Works of M. BOILEAU, in three 
| Volumes. Made Engliſh from the laſt Paris Edi - 
F tian, „ bythe moſt Eminent Hangs. To which is prefix'd 
his LIFE, written by Mr. Des Maizeaux, to Joſeph 
| — Eſqz Adorn'd with Cuts. Price 15 Fs | 
| VOL. I. Contai | 
1. The LUTRIN, an Heroi-Comical Poem, in 


Six Cantos. | 
2. The Art of POETRY, in Four Cantos. 


3. S ATIRES. f | 
abt e. , VOL II. 2 : Cd 
5 A Diſcourſe to che RING. ö be 
2. Twelve EPIST LES. | : 
3-ODES, EPIGRAMS, and other MIS CEL. 


LANIES. 


_ pong Remarks, by N. Darier, M. Boivun, and 
Boileau. 

5. LETTERS between M. Arnauld, M. Soom; 
M. de Maucroix, and M. Boileau. 

. A Decree of the High Court of Parnaſſus, in Favour 

of Arxiſtotle. 

7. A Diſcourſe upon Satire. 

8. M. Boileau's Speech upon his Admiſſion into the 
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be N V O I. III. 


Poſthumous Works of M. Boileau, viz. 1. A Satire 
upon Equiyocation, againſt the Jeſuits. 2. A Critical Diſ- 
pute, between M. Boileau, M. le Clerc, and M. Huer, 
Biſhop of Avranshes, concerning the Opinion of Longinus 
& = to the Sublimity of this Paſlage = 
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Verf. 3. And God ſaid, Let there be Light, and there ud 

Light, 3. Letters to M. le Verrier, M. Racine, &c, 4. A 
Diſcourſe” upon the Stile of Inſcriptions- 5. The Heroe; ® 
e Romuntes: R Dialogue aſter che manner of Lucian, 
6. M. de Valincour's Speech to the French Academy, upon ©» 


the Death of M. Boileas. 
Ke eh 6 1e 


II. The Works of M. DE LA BRUYERE * con- 
taining,” 1. The Moral Characters of Theophrafius. © 2. 
The Characters, or the 'Manners of the / prefent Age. 
3. M. Bruyere's Speech, upon his Admiſſion into the 


Sp 'aþ 43 ab ap aL, 


French Academy. 4. Some Account of the Life and 
Writings. of M. Brwyere., By M. Coſte, The Sixth | 
Edition, revis d by the laſt Paris Edition: With an Ori. 
ginal Chapter, Of the manner of Living with Great 
Men, Written aſter M. Bruyere's Method. By N. Rowe | 


Eſq; 2 Vol. Price 95. 


| III. The Works of M. de St, EVR E M ON P, contain- g 
French Original, publiſh'd by his own Direction. Wik 


* 


his LI FEE, Written by Mr. Des Aaixeaux. To which 
are added, Memoirs of the Dutcheſs of Maxarin. 3 Vol. 


Adorn'd with Cuts. Price 155. | 


IV. CA LLIP &DIA : (Or, the Art of getting beau- ; 
tiful Children) a Poem, in Four Books. W'˙ ritten in Lats 
by Claudius Millet. Made Enghſo by N. Rowe Eſq; . 
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Art of POETRY. 
C4 NT0. I. 
A SH Author, *tis a vain Prefuropcions 


* r the ſacred Art of Rhyme; - 


TY Sone adverſe, of the unpoetick kind; 
Thy Want of Genius ſoon ſhall be betray' d; 
Phabus prove deaf, and Pegaſus a Jade. 


J YOU, whom the Muſes Syren-Charms invite 
af k To tempt an unrryd Sea and dang rous Flight, 


o 
— — 


—— 


This Poem Was compos'd wei the Author, in the Year 1672. 


+ Hor. Art. Poet. verſ. 389. 
Tu nthil invita dices cieſve Minerva. 
. B 


Forbear 


2 The Art of PoET Rx. 
Forbear in fruitleſs Verſe to loſe your time, 


* — — 


, Þ I 
Flo: 


Fear the Allurements of a ſpecious Bait, 
And well conſider your own Force and Weight. 


p 5. 0. . 


And to each Author does a Talent' fit. , 
One may in Verſe deſcribe an Amorous Flame, i 
Another ſharpen a ſhort Epigram: 

X prior a Hero's mighty Acts extol ; 
Congreve write Comedy and Paſtoral ; 
But Authors who themſelves too much eſteem, 
Loſe their own Genius, and miſtake their Theme. 
Thus in times paſt + Dubartas vainly writ, 
And mingled ſacred Truth with trifling Wit; 
Impertinently, and without delight, 

| Deſcrib'd the Iſraelites triumphant Flight; 
And following Moſes o'er the ſandy Plain, 
Penſh'd with Pharaoh in th Arabian Main. 


WHATEER you write of Pleaſant or Sublime, 
Always let Senſe accompany your Rhyme : 5 ; 
Vainly they ſeem two different ways to draw, > 9 
Rhyme muſt be made to cloſe with Reaſon's Lw. 


* Carmen Seculare, &c. f Dubartas Tranſlated by Sylyeſter. 1 


— 


CAN TO I. 


The Mind will triumph in the noble Courſe; 
To Reaſon's Yoke ſhe quickly will incline, 
Which, far from hurting, renders her Divine: 
But, if neglected, will as quickly fray, _ 
And maſter Reaſon, which ſhe ſhould obey. | 
Love Reaſon then: and let whateer you write 
Borrow from her its Beaury, Worth, and Light. 
Moſt Writers, mounted on a reſty Muſe, 
Extravagant and ſenſleſs Objects chuſe; 

They think they err, if in their Verſe they fall 
On any Thought that's plain, and natural: 
Fly this Exceſs; and let Italians be 

Vain Authors of falſe glitt ring Poeſy. 

All ought to aim at Senſez but moſt in yain 
Strive the hard Paſs and flipp'ry Height to gain: 
You're loſt, if you the right or left prefer 3 
Reaſon has but one way, and cannot err. 


Sometimes an Author, fond of his own Thought, | 


Purſues his Object till tis oyer-wrought ; 
If he deſcribes a Houſe, he ſhews the Face, 


And after walks you round from place to place; 


Here is a viſta, there the Doors unfold, 
Balconics here are balluſtred with Gold 


B 2 


And when to conquer her you bend your Force, 


3 


* 


| 
| 
: 
| 
| 


4 The Art of Pog TRT. 
Then counts the:Rcunds and Ovale in the Hal, 


* The Freeze the, Feſtoon, and the Aſtragal : | 4 
Tir'd with Pf {bal run, 

And skip o'er rwenty:Pages to be gone, 1 
«Of ſuch Deſcriptions the. yain Folly ſes, 9 


And ſhun. their barren Superflult r. 1 
All that is needle, carefully avoid roi M 
The Mind once ſatisfy d, is quickly doy'd : | 

He cannot write, who knows not to give o'er 5 

+ To mend one Fault, he makes a hundred more: 
A Verſe was weak, you turn it much too ſtrong, 
And grow obſcure, for fear you'ſhould be long. 
Some are not gaudy, but are flat and dryz  - 
Not to be low, another. ſoars too high. 

Would you of every one deſerve the Praiſe ? 

In writing, vary your Diſcourſe, and Phraſe: 

A frozen stile, that neither ebbs or flows, 
Inſtead of pleaſing, makes us gape and doze. 
Thoſe tedious Authors are efteem'd by none 

Who tire us, RW the * 1883 Tone. 


* * . 
e * JS 4 1 _ ah 
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[FI 0 1 112 | 
f In vitium ducit e enen 144 Fer. 31. 


| Bid. verſe 25. . 

r eſſe laboro, . 
Obſcurus fio; ſectantem levia, nervi 
Deficiunt, animiq; profeſſus grandia, turget, 
Serpit humi tutus nimium, —_—_ procellæ. 


Happy, 


2 12 


rene 4 
Happy, who in his Verſe can gently ſteer 2 
From Grave to Light, from Pleaſant to Severe: 

His Works, where- ever found, the World admires, . <2 
And Curll and Sanger ſhall! be teiz d er 5 
In all you write, be neither low nor vile: Ae ee 


The meaneſt Theme may have a proper stile. ar b b 


THE dull + Burleſque appear d with Iinpudence, 
And pleas'd by Novelty, in ſpight of Senſe. 
All, except trivial COW prey chop nen 
Parnaſſus ſpoke the Cant of Belinſgare : 
Boundleſs and mad, diſorder'd Rhyme was . c 
Diſguis d Apolloichang'd to Harlequin. 

This Plague, which firſt in Country Towns „ 

Cities and Kingdoms quickly over- ran; 

The leudeſt Scriblers ſome Admirers found. 

And our Mock-Virgil was a while renown' d: 

But this low ſtuff the Town at laſt deſpis d, 

And ſcorn'd the Folly that they once had — 

For Wit and Nature had a juſt regard, © . l 
And left the Count to admire Ned ard. e 


— 


* 


In the Original, M. Boileau names bis Bookſeller Barbin. 
The Burleſque Stile was extremely in vogue from the beginning 
of the Laſt Century, till about the Tear 1680; and then it fell, 


1 — ney Trave 22 M. Boileau, in, the Original, re- 
eas upon ouc , 
Dug Vere Ys tranſlated Ovid's gears into 
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we 


Let not ſo mean a Stile your Muſe debaſe, 

But learn from Garth the true Satirick Grace: 
And let Burleſque in Ballads be 1 

Yet noiſy Bombaſt carefully av mn e bak i 
Nor think by loud tempeſtuous oo to riſe 3 1 

* Exploded Thunder tears th embowel'd Skies. 

+ Nor, with Sylveſter, bridle up the Floods, 

And perrwig with Snow the bald-pate Woods. 

Chuſe a right Key; be grave without conftraim, c 

Great without Pride, and lovely without Paint: | ö 

Write what your Reader may be pleas d to hear 

And, for the Meaſure, have a careful Ear. 

On eaſy Numbers fix your happy choice 3 

Of jarring Sounds avoid the odious Noiſe; 

The fulleſt Verſe and the moſt labour d Senſe, _ | 

Diſpleaſe us, if the Ear once take offence. RA . 

Our antient Verſe (as homely as the Times) 

Was rude, unmeaſur d, only tagg'd with Rhymes: 

Number and Cadence, that have ſince been ſhown; 

To thoſe unpoliſh'd Writers were unknown. 

Chaucer was he, who in that darker Age, | 

By Nature's Rules reftrain'd Poetick Rage U 


— 


——_ - —_ — 
0 


- * Verſe in Pr, Arthur. | 
t Verſe of Sylveſter's Tranſletion of Dubarras, 3 | 
Moſt of the ancient French Romiarices are written in @ con. 
fra, ok Rhyme 3 witneſs the Romance of the Role, nd. | 


, Many more. _ 


CAN TO I. N. 
Spencer did next in Paſtorals excel, | | 
And taught the noble Art of writing well; 

To ſtricter Rules the Stanza did confine, 

And found for Poetry a richer Mine. | 
Then D' Avenant came; who, with a new-found Arr, 
Chang'd all, ſpoil'd all, and had his way apart: | 
His haughty Muſe all others did deſpiſe, 

And thought in Triumph to bear off the Prize, 

Till the ſharp-ſighted Criticks of the Times 

In their Mock-Gondibert expos d his Rhymes; 

The Laurels he aſſum'd, they did refufe, 

And daſh'd the hopes of his aſpiring Muſe. 

This head-ſtrong Writer, falling from on high, 

Waller came laſt, but was the firſt whoſe Art 

Juſt Weight and Meaſure did to Verſe impart 3 

Who of a well-plac'd Word could — 

And ſhew for Poetry a nobler Courſe: 

His happy Genius our rough Tongue refin d, 

And eaſy Words with pleaſing Numbers join'd ; 

His flowing Verſes'in good method rang d, 

And to ſoft Harmony harſh Diſcord chang'd. 

His Laws which have with long Succeſs been try a, 


Io preſent Authors now may be a Guide, 


Tread boldly in his Steps ſecure from Fear, 


And be like him, i in your Expreſlions, clear. 


B 4 


8 The Art of PoE TR. 

If in your loitring Verſe your Senſe decays, = 
My Parience tires, and my Attention ſtrays, | . 

And from your yain Diſcourſe 1 turn my 0s 0 
Nor ſearch an Author difficult to find. Tre 
There is a kind of Writer pleas'd with ond, 0 
Whoſe fuſtian Head with Clouds is compaſs d round, 
No Reaſon can diſperſe em with its Light; 

Learn then to chink, &er you pretend to Write. 
* As are our Sentiments obſcure or clear, 


So will our Diction bright or dull appear; 
What we conceive, with eaſe we can expreſs; 8 
Words to the Notions flow with readineſs. | 1 


OBSERVE. the Language well in all you write, 
And fiverve not from it in your. loſtieſt Flight, , 
The ſmootheſt Verſe, and the exateſt Senſe 
Diſpleaſe us, if bad Engliſh give offence; 
A barb'rous Phraſe no Reader can approve; | . 
Nor Bombaſt, Noiſe, or Affectation love. a Ml 
Without true Stile, the Labours of the Auſe » ® 
Can neither Profi or den e A. | 


22 8 "IE . oy r 5 y 
$M $4 32 3 = AT, Ns Ow e 
F n - 3 1 3 LE , ONES : 

E 


* Bid. Verſe 311. | 3 
Verbaque MOI rem non iovica r ſequencur, | x 


8 
2 i 


CAN TO I. 
+ Take time for thinking, never work in haſte ; " 
And yalue not your ſelf for writing faſt. ; i N _ mY 
A rapid Poem, with ſuch fury writ, | __ n was 
Shews want of Judgment, not abounding Wit: Port 
More pleag'd we are to ſee a River led aro $1 an . 
His gentle Streams along a flow'ry Mead, | 10 b 

Than from high Banks to hear loud Torrents roar, 25 py 
With foamy Waters on a muddy Shore; Ho r9it% 5 Tg 
Gently make haſte, of Labour not afraic; * 
Conſider twenty times of what you ve ſaid. + 29810 
Poliſh, repoliſh, every Colour lay, 3 
And ſometimes add, but oſtner take e 1 | | 
Tis not enough, when ſwarming Faults are writt \ 
That here and there are ſcatter d Sparks of Wit z 8 

Each Object muſt be fix d in the due Place; bnd H 
And diff ring Parts have correſponding Grace: Is tittibe MT. 
Till, by a curious Art difpos'd, we Bop 717 2 30 iT 1d 
+ One perfect Whole, of all the Pieces join c. 
Keep to your Subject cloſe, in all you ſay j: 


. - n 7 2 o'r 
Nor for a ſounding Sentence loſe the wax. 
! f 11172 | 
„ Ibid, verſ. 292. 1-:noly Foubaod ing 0 


Carmine reprehendite, quod non > ulig Sg IFULIEL Is 
Multa dies & multa licura coercuit, atque [ 2249 047 io 
Præſectum decies non caſtigavit ad unguem, | 
I Ibid, Verſ. 152. 
Primo ne medium, medio ne diſcrepet imum... | 
bit quodvis ſimplex dumtaxat & unum. 
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10 The Artof POETRY. 
The publick Cenſure for your Writings fear, 
And to your ſelf be Critick moſt ſevere. 
Fantaſtick Wits their darling Follies love, 

But find you faithful Friends that will reprove; 
That on your Works may look with careful Eyes, 
And of your Faults be zealous Enemies: 

Lay by an Authors Pride, be never vain, 
Eſteem a Friend, the Flatterer diſdain, _ 
Who ſeems to like, but means not what he ſays : 
| Embrace true Counſel, but ſuſpett falſe Praiſe. | 
* A Sycophant will every thing admire; 

Each Verſe, each Sentence ſets his Soul on fire: 
All is divine! There's not a word amis: 
He ſhakes with Joy, and weeps with Tendernefs ; 
He burden's you with Praiſe, he ſtamps, he ſtares, 
Tis admirable ! Exquiſite! he ſwears: 

But Truth ner. puts on thoſe impetuous Airs. 


— . i „ * nl. LS 1 »- & + + © 


„— * * 9 


Ibid. Verſ. 426. | 

Tu ſeu donaris, ſeu quid donare yoles cui, 
Nolito adverſus tibi factos ducere plenum 

- Latitiz, clamabit enim, pulchre, bene, recte, 
Palleſcer ſuper his, etiam ſtillabit amicis 

Ex oculis rorem, ſaliet, tunder pede terram, 
Ut, qui conducti plorant in funere, dicunt 
Et faciunt prope plura dolentibus ex animo: Sic 
Deriſor vero plus laudatore moyerur, 


Canto + + 


+ A Faithful Friend is Lei of your TY | 
And freely will your hesde Errors blame; 
He cannot pafdon a neglected Line, 
But Verſe to Rule and Order will confine. 
Reproyes of Words the too affected Sound; 

Here the Senſe ſhocks 3 z There your Expreſſun s round ; 
Your Fancy flags, and your Diſcourſe grows vain 3. 
Your Ferms improper; make em Juſt and Plain. 
Thus tis a faithful Friend will freedom uſe ; 

But Authors, parc] us their darling Muſe, 

Think, to protect it, they have juſt Pretence, 

And at your friendly Counſel take offence, | | 

Said you of this, that the Expreſſion” s fat. 2 

Your Servant, Sir; yon muſt excuſe me that. 

He anſwers you ; © This word has here no Grace, 

* Pray leave it out: That, Sir's the proper ſt Place. 
© This Tarn I like not: *Tis ed ag all, 

Thus reſolute not from: Nn to r 


* 3Z* * 
- 


* 1A 


11 


id. Verſ. 438. d 
Quinctilio quid recirares, corrige, ſodes, 
Hoc, aiebat, & hoc; melius te poſſe negares 
Bis, rerq; expertum fruſtra, delere jubebat 
Et male tornatos incudi reddere verſus, &c, 
Vir bonus & prudens verſus reprehendet i 
Culpabit duros, incomtis allinet atrum 
Tranſverſo calamo ſignum, ambitioſa recidet 
Ornamentat parum claris lucem dare coget, 
Argttet ambigye dictum, mutanda ngtabir, 


12 The Art erb v. 

- If there's 5 a Syllable of which you doubr,, 

'Tis his ſure Reaſon pet to blot it out. 15 | 
Yet till he ſays, you may. his Faults — 3 
And over him your Pour is abſolute : _ 
*Tis a Bait laid, to make you hear him read: 
And when he leaves you, happy in his Muſe, 
Reſileſs he runs ſome other to abuſe, 3 
And often finds; for in our ſcribbling times | 
No Fool can want a Sot to praiſe his Rhymes ; 
The dulleſt Piece has ever, ev 'n at Court, th, 
Met with ſome zealous Aſs for its ſupport 3 
And in all times a forward ſcribbling Fop. 
Hes fund hens Pinket Wits oy ham ups 


THE 


1 


— 
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CANTO I. 


Z . Does not Ws Head wi qrkling Da" 
N wonds dreſs; 


| J But, without Gold, or Pearl, or coſtly , 7 
Scents, 


Gathers from n neige dag Fickls her © reaitſents + 5 

So, unaffected, is the PASTORAL Strain, 2 8 

Fair without Pomp, and elegantly plain. 4 W 

| Its humble Method nothing bas of flercem, © | 
And hates the rattling of Zee's Tragick Verſez 

There, native Beauty pleaſes, and exeites, © ** LE EE 

And never with harſh Sounds the Ear affrights. 

But in this Stile a Rhymer, often ſpent, 

In rage throws by his Rural Inſtrument 3 _ 


16 The Art f Por Rx. 
And yainly, when diſorder d Thoughts abound, f 
Amidit the Eclogue makes the Trumpet found; = _ S 
P AN flies, alarm'd; into the neighb'ring Woods, | 
And frighted Nymphs dive down into the Floods. £ 

Another, in an abject clowniſh Stile, 

Make Shepherds ſpeak a Language baſe and vile; 

His ſtupid Writings moſt profoundly creep, 

Barren of Wit, Provocatives of Sleep: 

You'd ſwear Tom Durfey, in his Ruſtick Strains, 

Was Quay'ring to the Milkmaids and the Swains ; 

Changing, without reſpect to Sound or Dreſs, 

Strephon and Phillis, into Tom and Beſs. 

*Twixt theſe Extremes, tis hard to pleaſe the Town; 

Read Pirgil, Spencer, Poets of Renown, 15 8 ; 

And equally ayoid the Courtier and the Clown. 

Be their ſoft Lines, by ey*ry Grace inſpir d, 
Your conſtant Pattern, praftis'd and admir'd. 

By them alone you'll quickly comprehend 

How Poets, without Shame, may condeſcend ' _ 

. To ſing of Gardens, Fields, of Flow'rs and Fruit, 
To ſtir up Shepherds, and to tune the Flute; 
Of Love's Reward to tell the happy Hour, 
Daphne a Tree, Narciſſus made a Flow's ;. 


A Caxto ll. F 

And by what helps the Edogue you may ne, 

* To make it worthy Halifax's Praiſe, | 

This of ſuch Writings is the niceſt part; ; 

He who writes thus, will ſhew a Maſter's Art. | 


8. THE ELEGY requires a nobler Flight; 

Should ſoar a higher Pitch, but keep in ſight ; 

In plaintive Dirges, and a mournful Stile, | 
With unbound Hair weeps at a Funeral Pile 3 | © 
It paints the Lover's Torments and Delights 3 
How the Nymph flatters, threatens, and invite? 
But if you wou d theſe Raptures well infuſe, e 
You muſt a Miſtreſs have, as well as Mae. 
J hate thoſe lukewarm Authors; whoſe: forc'd'Firs : | -- 


In a cold Stile deſcribes a hot Deſire ;; 


Who ſigh by Rule, and raging in cool Blood, nk 
Their ſluggiſh Muſe whip. to an amorous Mood: 
Their Extaſies inſipidly they feign, | 
And always pine, and fondly hug heir Chain z . - 17 
Adore their Priſon, and their Suff rings bleſs,, 7d nk 
Make Senſe and Reaſom quarrel as they pleaſe. 
*Twas not of old in this affected Tone 
That ſmooth Tibullus made his amorous Moan 3 3 
Nor Ovid, when, inſtructed from above, 

By Nature's Kules he caught the Art of Love. a ore” 


— 8 — = | . 
25 Vo. Eclog. 4. — 
Si canimus ſylvas, ſy lvæ far Conſule FRE | N. 


18 The Art of Potty. I 
You who in Elegy word juſtly write; op W 
Conſult your-ſelf, and le the Heart ate. ally | 


{ : 


8. BUT the belt ODE ts -mands a ſtronger Turn, 
For there the Muſe muſt with all Phoebus burn 
Mounting to Heav'n in her ambitious Flight, 

1 Amongſt the Gods and Heroes takes Delight; 
42 Of * Piſa's: Wreſtlers tells the ſinewy Force, 
1 And ſings the duſty Conqu'ror's glorious Courſe; 
* f | On Danube's Bariks victorious 'Marlbro* ſeen, 
| And Spaniſh Iber bows to Britain's Queen. 
'1 | And robs the Flow'ts by Nature's Chymiſtry; 
Deſcribes the Shepherds Dances, Feaſts and Bliſs, 
d boaſts from #billis to ſurprize a Kiſs, 
I + When gently ſhereſifts with ſeign d Remorſe, 
| That what ſhe grants may ſeem to be by force: 
Her generous Stile will oft at random ſtart, 
And by a brave Diſorder ſhow her Art. 
Unlike thoſe fearſſil Poets, [whoſe cold Rhyme | 
In all their Raptures keeps exacteſt time; 
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Piſa in Elis, where the Olympick Games, ud. to be cele- 
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Facili ſævitia negat 
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CAN Ii 19 
Vys ſing tir illuſtrious Hero's mighty Praiſe © 
Lean Noveliſts) by Terms of Weeks and Days; : 
XZ Who for a Poem do a Journal ſhow, | 
And tell their Tale like Holinſhead or Stow : 
Who trace their Hero thro a whole Campaign, 
And mark each Circumſtance on Blenheim Plain. 
To theſe Apollo, niggard of his Fire, 
IF Denies a Place in the Pierian Choir. 


THE humorous God once took it in his head | | = 
To plague the ſcribbling Tribe, as ſome hive fad; 
And that he might their lab'ring Brains confound, 

For the ſhort Sonnet order'd a ſtrict Bound; 

Set Rules for the juſt Meaſure, and the Time, 

The eaſy Running, and alternate Rhyme z 

But, above all, thoſe Licences deny d 

Which in their Writings the lame Senſe fupply'd 5 
Forbad an uſeleſs Line ſhould find a place, 7 5 


Or a repeated Word appear wich Graco. 20200 
A faultleſs Sonnet, finiſh'd thus, wou'd be 
Worth tedious Volumes of looſe Poetry. T 
A hundred ſcribbling Authors, without god, 

Believe they have this only Phœnit found: „ 


When yet th' exafteſt ſcarce have t or this 7 ©» 
n whole Tomes) from Fauks and Cenfute Ties.” r 
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20 The Art of PoE TRX. 
The reſt, but little read, regarded leſs, 
Are ſhoyel'd to the Paſtry from the Preſs. [ 
Cloſing the Senſe within the meaſur'd tim, 
*Tis hard to fit the Reaſon to the Rhyme. _ 

5. THE EP1GRAM, with little Art compos'd, 
is one good Sentence in a Diſtich clos'd. 
Theſe Points, which by 1talians firſt were priz d. 
Our antient Authors knew not, or deſpis d: 
To their falſe Pleaſures quickly they invite — 
The Vulgar, dazled with their glaring Light z 
But publick Fayour ſo increas d their Pride, 
They overwhelm'd Parnaſſus with their Tide. 
The Madrigal at firſt they. overcome. 
And the proud Sonnet fell by the ſame Doom 
With them grave Tragedy adorn' d her Flights, 
And mournful Elegy her Funeral Rites: 
A Hero never faibd em on the Stage, 
Without his Point a Lover durſt not rage; 
The amorous Shepherds took more care to prove 
True to their Point, than faithſul to their Love. 
Each word, like Janus, had a double Face, 
And Proſe, as well as Verſe, allow'd it place: 
The Lawyer with Conceits adorn'd his Speech, 


CAN TO II. 
Au halt affronted Reaſon lock d abou, 
And from all ſerious Matters ſhut em out: 


Declar'd that none ſhould uſe em without Shame, 


Except a ſcattering in the Epigram 3 
Provided that, by Art, and in due time 


They turn'd upon the Thought, and not the Rhyme, 


Thus, in all Parts, Diſorders did abate ; 


Yet Quibblers in the Court had leave to prate; 


| Inſipid Jeſters, and unpleaſant Fools, 
A Corporation of dull punning Tools, 


© 'Tis not, but that ſometimes a dextrous Muſe 


J May with advantage a turn'd Senſe abuſe, 
And, on a Word, may trifle with Addreſs 
{ But above all, avoid the fond Exceſs, 


And think not, when your Verſe and Senſe are lame, 


With a dull Point to tag your Epigram. 
EACH Poem its Perfection has apart; 


The French * Rondeau in Plainneſs ſhows its Art. 


The Ballad, tho the Pride of antient Time, 


Has often nothing but its humorous Rhyme 3 


The Madrigal may ſofter Paſſions move, 


W And breathe the tender Extaſies of Love: a 


. to ſhow it ſelf, and not to wrong, 


lt firſt arm'd Truth with SATIRE inits Tongue. 
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An old way of Writing, which Grin and ended with the 
uc ious 
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K To Roman Vices did the Mirror holdz - -- 
Protected humble Goodneſs from Reproach, 


Horace his pleaſing Wit to this did add, 
And none, uncenſur'd, could be Fool, or Mad 


Squar'd to the Rules of their ſharp Poetry. 
Perſius, obſcure, but full of Senſe and Wit, 
Affected Brevity in all he writ: 

And Juvenal, with Rhetorician's Rage, 
Scourg'd the rank Vices of a wicked Age. 
Tho horrid Truths thro all his Labours ſhine, 
In what he writes there's ſomething of Divine: 
* Whether he blames the Caprean Debauch, 
Or of Sej anus Fall relates th Approach; "NA 

+ Or that he makes the trembling Sevate come 
To the ſtern Tyrant, to receive their Doom; 
Or Roman Vice in coarſeſt Habits ſhews, | 
And paints an Empreſs reeking from the Stews; 
In all he writes appears a noble Flame ;. 8 
To imitate ſuch Maſters be your Aim. 
Chaucer alone, fix'd on this ſolid Baſe. YJ 
In his old Stile, preſerves a pleaſant Grace: - 


LUCTILIUS led the way, and bravely bold, 
Show'd Worth on Foot, and Raſcals in the . 2 


Unhappy was that Wreteh, whoſe Name cou'd be 
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1 Cat. 1% 1 Sat. 4. | Sat. 6 . 
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Too happy, if the Freedom of his 1 
Offended not the Cuſtom of our Times. 5 7 
The Latin Writers, Decency reject ; = 3 1 1 4 | A | 
But Engliſh Readers challenge our Reſpect; 5 4 

And at immodeſt Writings take offence,  _ 8 * 
If clean Expreſſion. cover not the Senſe... - 
I love ſharp Satire, from Obſceneneſs bee; - | 2 
Not Impudence that preaches Modeſty : . 75 | 
Our Engliſh, who in Malice never fail, yy ; I 
Hence, in Lampoons and Libels, learnt to rail; 

Pleaſant Detraction, that by Singing goes 

From Mouth to Mouth, and as it marches grows! 

Our Freedom in our Poetry we ſee, 

That Child of Joy, begot by Liberty. 

But, vain Blaſphemer, tremble, . when you cn e 

God for the Subject of your Lmpiqus Muſe: 2 

At laſt, thoſe Jeſts which Libertines invent, 

Bring the leud Author to juſt Puniſhment. | 

Ev'n in a Song there muſt be Art, and Senſe; 

Yet ſometimes we have ſeen that Wine, or Chance, 


\ 


Have warm' d cold Brains, and given dull Writers Mettle, 
And furniſW/d out a Scene for Maſter Serrie. 

But for one lucky Hit, which chanc'd to pleaſe, 

Let not thy Folly grow to a Diſeaſe, 

Nor think thy ſelf a Wit; for in our Age 

If a warm Fancy does ſome Fop ingage, 
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i * The Art of Porrxv. 
He neither eats or ſleeps, till he has wiitz 


But plagues the World with his adulerate Wir: 4 
Nay, tis a wonder, if, in his dire Rage, 


He prints not his dull Follies for the Stage 3 


And in the Front of all his ſenſleſs Plays, 
Makes * David Logan crown his Head with Bays. 
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. well dispo Kit, laſs 
* * * / may þ e 


From an ill Object makes: a good Deſignn- 


Thus, to deligit usg rds Dr in les, o of? 


Provokes, for * Oedipus, dur Hopes and 

For Parricide Oreſtes-asks Relief; 

And, to encreaſe Our Pleaſure," cauſes Orief. 
Lou then, ou im this nn (ier 
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28 De Art ef Poz rr. 
Would you upon the Stage acquire Kenown, 
And tor your, Judges ſummon all che Town.? _ IT . 
Woul 7 eee « N. 
And, after Ages paſt, be ſoughr again ; 
In all you write, obſerve with Care and Art 
To move the Paſſions, and incline the Heart. 
If, in a labour d Act, the pleaſing- Rage 
Cannot our Hopes and — ar 
Nor in our Mind a feeling Pity raiſe j = A hop £, 
In vain with Learned Scenes you fl ur Plot? * 
Your cold Diſcourſe can never move the Mind 
Of a ſtern Critick, naturally unkind ; 
Who, juſtly tir d with your pedantick fight, 
Or falls aſleep, or centers all you writ. 
The Secret is, Attention firſt to gain; 
To move our Minds, and then to entertain: 
LN opening of the Scenes, 
The firſt may ſhew us What the Author means. 
Im tir'd to ſee an Actor on the Stage, 
Who knows not whether he's to laugh, or rage; 
Who, an Intrigue unravelling ia van. 
Inſtead of pleaſing, keeps my Mind in pain: 
Id rather much the nauſeous: Dunce ſhould aß 
5 = ih * my Gees IS TOTP * A 
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— EEE promes in ſcenam, mulraque tolles 
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„ 9 
Than with a Maſs of Miracles, al join'd, e 
Confound my Ears, and not inſtruct my Mind. 
Let not your Subjeft be too late erpreſod: 
Nor Rules of Probability tranſgreſs'd. "Ru, 
A Spaniſh Poet may, with good Eyent, 
In one Day's ſpace whole Ages repreſent; 
There, oft the Hero of a wand'ring Stage 
Begins a Child, and ends the Play, at As. 
But we, who are by Reaſon's Rules confin d, 
Will, chat with Art the Poem be deſign'd 3 
That Unity of Action, Time, and Place 
Keep the Stage full, and all your Labours grace. 
* Write not what cannot be with eaſe conceiv d; 
Some Truths may be too ſtrong to be beliey'd ; 
A: fooliſh-Wander cannot entertain z 
My Mind's not mov'd, if your Diſcourſe be wan. o__ 
Temp wg a the . 
I i 6 | 
Hides ems wks 
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* Ibid, Verſ, 338. 
Ficta voluptatis cauſe, ſint proxima atk 
Nec quodcumque volet, poſer fi fbr cu. 
I Ibid, Verſ, tog. 
S&gnius irricant animos demiſſa 
Quam quz ſunt oculis ſubje&a fide — & qua 
Ipſe {abi tradit ſpectator. Non tamen intus 


» qua mox narret facundia præſeus. 
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zo The Art 15 Po E TR v. 
" The Mind is moſt agreeably furpriz', | 
When a well-woven Subject, long difguis'd, 
You on a ſudden artfully unfold, * 

And give the Whole another Face, and Mould, | 
At firſt the Tragedy was vold of Art; + his 
A Song, where each Man danc'd, and fling his Par; 
And of God Bacchus roaring out the Praiſe, | 
Regg'd a good Vintage for their Jolly Days: | 
Then Wine, and Joy, were ſeen in each Man's Eyes, 
And a fat Goat was the beſt Singer's Prize. 
* Theſpis was firſt, who all beſmear d 8 Lee, 


And, with his carted Actors, and a Song, © 
Amus'd the People as He paſs along, Y 

+ Next, Ach, the diff rent . eg, 
And with a better Maſque his Players graced: * 
Upon a Theater his Verſe expreſs'd, 1 
And ſhow'd his Hero with 2 — Sele. 
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Quz canerent, agerentque peruncti fæcibus . 


f Eid. Verſ. 220, „ tai: 22 tc 
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. Cutiry Al. 11 
Then 1 Genius of lis Age, 
Increas d the Pomp and eee cn 55 
Ingag d the Ghotws: Song in every At., i 
And poliſh'd rugged Merſe by Rules of rt: 149i 1 
* He, in the Greet, did choſe . 70m 1% 

| Whichthe weak Lais ewe ouldattain. . 
Our pious Fach&&sjn-icheiriPrieft-rid ng, *-— 

As Impious and Profape, abhoridithe . Tg 
+ A Troop. of filly Pilgrims, as tis id); T 30 
Fooliſhly zealaus, ſcandalouſly Safco worn or 17 
The Angels, God, the Virgin, and che Sans 
(Inſtead of Heroes, and of 1e Cees) 
|| At laſt, right-Reaſon did her Laws reveal; | - * 
And ſhow'd the Fol Sf dir Alb lag dak rl. 

- Silenc'd thoſe Noucpatorayſis.of the Ages ol of 
And rais d the layful;Herges of the Stage: 


Only th Athenian * Mask vas laid aſide, Jl | cans 
And Chorus by he Mabck na Wpply'd. . 1 
Mett nn zac lo bas 22 I 20 
INGENIOUS Jang: imum eons m 
Mingled in Plays, and:quickly-toach:d,our Hearts: 


t Their Plays are in Print. 45 
4. Kalz. ia France, 8 boi 
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32 The Att POET AY 
This Paſſion never could Reſiſtance find, ( 
But knows the ſhorteſt Paſſage to the Mind, | 
Paint, if you will, a Hero ſmit with Lore; 
Bur let him not like a tüme Shepherd more: 

Let not Achilles be like Thyrſis ſeen, | 

Or for a Cyrus ſnow an Artament :. | 

1 Let Lou, ee Eons, 
wet - Nor 3 W ike IM | 

Yer FO AREA _ 
Achilles mult, with Homer's Hear, engage; 'r 
| For an-Aﬀfrone I'm less d wo fee him rage. © 
By thoſe lighe Frailties of your Hero's Breaſt = 
The Force of Human Nature is confeſv/d. 
To leave known Rules ee, 
| * Make atem, Coverous and Pe; {ra 
ZEneas in Religious Rites auſter e: 
Keep to each Man his proper Character. 
Of Countries and of Times 3 
From dire limates, diff rent Cuſtoms . 
ede es han des Facts ve vally dicks 
An Anjque-Hero-like ſome Modern Fzßzß 
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* 152. Perſ. 119. 
Aut Famam ſequere, aut ſibi — 
Scriptor, honoratum ſi forte reponis Achillem, il 
Impiger, 8 inexorabilis, * e ü 
ura neget fab nata, Ge. 24 WHT Px ts eit 18 120 
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"WI Cixto * * 1 UK 
| Who make old Romans like our Engliſh move, nA 
Show C 4 TO ſparkiſh, or make BRUTUS es 
ee thoſe Errors are ecus S 34a + 

tis enough that, reading, we're amus d: 
2 ſeyere would then be uſeleſs * . vrorlz 
But the ſtrict Scene muſt have a juſter Bound: ge cel 
If then you form ſome Hero in your Minde. 
Be ſure your Image with it ſelf agree; 4? | 


For what he firſt appears, he ſtill muſt be. 0a - 
Affected Wits will naturally incline = gi I we 
To paint their Figures by their own Deſign: | al 


Your Bully Poets, Bully Heroes writez 
Chapman in Buſſy D* Ambois' took Delight, hs 
And thought Perfeftion yas to hulf and ight. | g 


$ WISE Nature by * Variery does pleaſe 3 3 
Clothe diff ring Paſſions, in a diff ring Dre: : 


T RIA i 
Bold Anger in rough haughty Words appears; 
— „5 -” 
a 41 2 42 
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Sorrow is humble, — in Tear, 3 
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von iſtia meſtum Ab 4208: 
ultum verba decent, iratum plena , I 673 

* Ludenter laſtiva ; ſeyerum fe di OS 


Format enim Natura prius nos intus ad omuem 
Fortunarum — © r 
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- $50 | 
And ſhow a: vinting, ref Upon the Stage ; reps rg 
1 Or vai cd, how dhe rough” Tana bore =_ | | 
1 His Sevenfold Waters ib thi Eixine Bore + © 5 xy 
Thele fwoln-Brprefſins, dus ante Noiſe | | 
In Sorrow, — Meth od Nagy” — 
And to excite our Tears, your ſelf muſt weep: g 
Thoſe bombaſt Words with which: ill Plays abound, | 
| Come not from Hearts that ate in Sadneſs drown'd 


| THE Theme Hen ve Pope's K s Sg | 1 | N 1 
1 10 1s a bold Venture i in our Lark hog : 
; An Author cannot cl Fs 

|| WERE judge by every, . „ downs ba 
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The Privilege is bought Pay Half 2 Crown. 


To pleaſe, you m a hundred Changes try 3 [21W ® 
7 r nt. „hol 
In noble Thoughts muſt S 
Be Eaſy, Pleaſant, Solid, and Profound... 
1 To theſe you mult ſurprizing Touches bin, 
| 8 in each Line; 
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— Ibid. Verſ. 95. 
Tregicus plerumque dolet ſermone pedeſtrl. 
Telephus & Peleus, quum pa & exſul W 
rroſicit ampullas & ſeſquipedalia verba. 1 
7.3, Si carat cor ſpectantis tetigiſſe querela. 2 

| + Soe. Trag. Troas. Seen, 1. ; 
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That all in a juſt Method well deſige d, 7% Yo 28 * 
May leave a ſtrong Impreſſion on che AH bak 
Theſe are e the r e. dT 
„ Yo gn bis) 2dr nag blot? 
5 BUT the MOBOICK aignt-eIofiter Strait; - 
In the Narration of ſome great Deſign, mT 951 d 
Invention, Art, and Fable, all ft je: 1 DDV T 
Here Fiction muſt employ- act Grace; * ach 516 todT 
All muſt aſſume a;Body;Mitid; and Fate: O 91h woch W 
Each Vertue a Divinity is ſeen y © © od DN n "TT + 
Prudence is Pallas, Beauty Papho Queen: ' ni 2992 11 
"Tis not a Cloud from whehceifwvik Lighchings dy; tor Ba 
But Jupiter, that thunders from the Sky: u S164. nav ol - 
Nor a rough Storm that gxver de Stor pai, 1091206 Sto 
But angry Nepeuneploughingy up Aba 19 n Amid T 
Echo's no more an empty airy Sound; load: 5211 Ng 124 1 5 
Bu a fair Nymph that mourns her Lover db d. 
Thus in the endleſs Treaſurt of Ki Mads 10 Als: bol 
The Poet does a · chouſand Figures find; dovidu evi fig odT. 
Around the Work lus Ornaments he pours 5 lang fol a 
And ftrows with layiſh Hind his opetifti How... KA 
"Tis no great wonder if Tempeſt ele i bas — 21 
The Trojan Eleet againſt-he-Lybian-Shore-— "A 
ry mn her: Pont gu, EN ® 
| common Eyes +; 548 W 6 
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36 " (ini Pomrnr. 
* But chat avengeful June ſhould defiroy, | 


That angry Neptune, looking o'er the Main, 


thor bed is Bye 
. | 


And overwhelm, the reſt of ruin d Troy + 
That Rola, with the fierce Goddeſs join d, 
Should open the dark Priſons of the Wind; 


Rebukes the Tempeſts, calms the Waves again; 
Their Veſſels from the dang rous Quick-ſands ſteers ; 
Theſe are eee om eee eee 
Without theſe Ornaments before our Eyes, 


+ Ti unſinew d Poem languiſhes and die:: 


Your Poet in his, Art will ever fail, 5 
And tell you but a dull inſipid Tale. 


In vain have our miſtaken Authors try'd | 


Theſe antient Ornamentsto lay aſide ; me 
Thinking our God, and Prophets whom he ſent, 
Might act like thoſe the Poets did invent, 


And talk of Satan, Aſhtarath and Bell. 


The My{tries which we Chriſtians muſt believe, + 
Diſdain fuch gaudy Pageants to receive. 800 
All chat the Goſpel offers to our Thoughts, 


18 g N and Puniſhment for Faults :. 
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CAN ro II. | 75 
But mingling Falſhoods with thoſe ' Myſteries, | i 207 _—_ 


Would make our ſacred Truths appear . | 1 98 
Beſides, what pleaſire tan it be to bear 1 00 
The Howlings of repining Lucifer, | 
Whoſe Rage at your imagin d Hero flies; $M y en 
And oft with God himſelf Gſpures the Prize e Ning 
Taſſo, you'll ſay, begins wt Aegan 7 fool 
I: is not here I mean to judg his Cauſe : 1 4 
Yet, tho our Age has ſo extof d his Name, £4 
u Works had never gain d immortal Fame, 
r holy Godfrey in his Extaſies | 
Had conquer d only Saran; on his Knees ; 
If Tancred, — oor od; ben 
MW | 1 


1 
— 


„ ha: eee * 
Filld with the Fictions of Idolatry: e Jun ©] 
But in a common merry Pieceg to fer 2232971102 L 
The Gods, and Heathen Ornaments forbear ; 
To baniſh Tritons who the Seas invade, roy b 
To take Pan's Whiſtle, or the Fates degrade 3 _ © 
To hinder Charon in his leaky Bort 
From towing Shepherds with the Man of Note: 
Is with yain Scruples to diſturb your Mind. 
And ſearch Perfection you can never find. 


_— 


Ces Arioſto, 


33 The % Porter. 
As well they may forbid us to preſent 


| Prudence and Juſtice for an Ornament, * 
70 pale old Janus with, his double Eee, — | © 
And rake from Time kis Sethe, his Wingand dn; IN 
And every where, ast were Idolatry, 1 
Baniſh Deſcriptions from our Poetry. 6; 
Tee em their Pious Follies to purſue, 4 
But let our Reaſon. ſuch-yain Fears ſubdue: = 
And let us not, amongſt our Vanities, 1 
Of the true God create a God of _ 1; 
EN me wear. - 

And the ſmooth nern i aeg | g 
As Hector, Alexander, Helen, Bhyllis, 277 - 
Ulyſſes, Agamemnon, and Achilles. x 
In ſuch a Croud, the Poet were to blame — ; 
To chuſe King Chilp'rick for his Hero's Name: , 


win the whole Fortune of your Work decide. 
Would you your Reader never-ſhould be tir'd 7 
Chuſe ſome great Hero fit to be admir'd, 

In Courage ſignal, and in Virtue bright, 

Let e en his · very Failings give Delight; 
Let his great Actions our Attention bind; 

Like Ceſar, or like. Scipio, frame his Mind; 


£ 
A * 


Se mM. ©" 
And pot ke O. dess perjur'd Race3 Wann 
A vulgar Conqueror is a Theme too baſe, | 927 


Chuſe not your Tale of Jncidengs too füll; 
Too much Variety may make it, dull: | 
Achilles Rage alone, when wrought with Skill, 
Abundantly does a whole Jigd fill, W 
Be your Narrations vs lively, ſhon, and 1 


Thete s your Poetry may be employ'd 3 
Yet you muſt trivial Circumſtance avoid. 
Vor imitate that Fool, who to deſcribe 
The wondrous Marches of the choſen Tide, 
Pucd on the Sides, to ſee their Armies paſs, 
* The Fiſhes flaring through the Liquid 4 
Deſctib'd a Child, who with his bitle Hand. 0 5 
Pick'd up the ſhining Pebbles From the. Sand. 
Such Objects are too mean to ſtay our Sight ; ; 
Allow your Work . and | noble Flight, 5 


CLIT by 


+ BE your begining pin and .: good heed * 
Too ſoon you mount not on the fiery Steed: N. 5 


i 


St. Amant, in 4 Poem intitul d, e e 
= + Ibid, Verſ. 136. C 
Nec ſic incipies, ut Scriptor Cylicus r 
Fortunam Priami cantabo & nobile bellum, I tn Hub 8 Ute T 
id dignum tanto feret hie promifior hiatu? 255 


Parturiunt montes, naſcetur ridiculus mus, 
＋ 25 Quanto rectius hic ; qui nir molitur inepte! 
Dic mihi. Muſa, virum captæ poſt te a Trojæ, 

Y Wl mores hominum multorum vidic & urbes. | #4 
Non fumum ex tulgore, ſed ex fumo dare lucem, fs 
1 abba ut ſpecioſa dehine miracula promat, Not 

, 1 


oe ͤ 22 „ Rt 8 


go. The Air of PoET xv. Ph 

Nor tell your Reader, in a thund'ring Verſe, . 

* The Conqueror of Conquerors I rehearſe. 

What can an Author after this produce? 

The lab ring Mountain muſt bring forth 4 Mouſe... 
J Much better are we pleas d with his + Addreſs, 

! . Who, without making ſuch vaſt Promiſes, 

Says, in an eaſier Stile, and plainer Senſe, 

« 7 ſing the Combats of that Pious Prince 

wn | © Who fromthe Phrygian Coaſt his Armies bore, 

5 | cc And landed firſt on the Lavinian Shore. TW 
| 
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—— 
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þ.. His opening Muſe ſers not the World on fre, 
15 * And yet performs more than we can require: * 
LI Quickly you'll hear him celebrate the ame, 
my And future Glory of the Roman Name; 

| of Styx and Acheron deſcribe the Floods, 
| MW | And ending CY in Elyſian Woods, 


11 

16 : 

14 WITH ve eser you ene, 
q And every thing in beauteous Colours trace: 

1 At once you may be pleaſing, and ſublime 


Id rather read Orlando's comick Tale, 28 a6 
Than a dull Author n 1 ad ſale, 3 
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s The firſt Line of Sevdefy's are 4; 236 gael 
=. Virgil's Ane? t. | 8 
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CAN o HI. \ "ba 
Who thinks hiinſelf diſhonour'd/in his Stile, 
If on bis WY FAIT Os. ach 
770 . 

YOU'D wear that Homer, matchleſ in his Art, 7 
* Stole Venus Girdle, to ingage the Heart: 
His Divine Works vaſt Treaſures do unfold, | 
And whatſoe er he touches, turns to Gold: 
All in his hands new Beaury does achuite ; ; 
He always pleaſes, and can never tire. 5 
A happy Warmth he every where may boat; * 
Nor is he in too long Digreſſions loſt: 1 
His Verſes without Rule a Method find, 
And of themſelves appear in order join? ; i is LA 
All without Trouble, anſwers his Intent 3 maT mutt os 
Each Syllable is tending to th Event. th robin 3 
Let his Example your Endeayours raife;'  - | 
e is a kind of Praiſe, * ö 


Aro eee 10 
Is not the Work of a fantaſtick Mind: gv 
There muſt be Care, and Time, and Skill, and Pains z 
Not the firſt Heat of unexperien'd Brains. e 
Let. ſometimes Artleſa Poets, when the age i 
Of a warm Fancy does their Minds ingige, © my 
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| Their Fuſtian Muſe each Accident confounds, 


But waiting till Mankind-ſhall do em e.. 


. 


42 The Art of Po ET Rx. 


puff d with yain Pride, lune they ndern, 
And boldly take che Tnuppet in heir Hand : 


2 2 & 4 


Nor over files but by Leaps eee 

Their Poem dies for want of Nouriſhment.. 
In vain Mankiad the kor- brain - Fools decries, 

o branding Cenſures can unyeil their Eyes ; 

Wich Impudence the Laurel chen invades. 
Reſoly'd to like the Manſters they have made · 
Virgil, compar d to them, is flat andidryy 

And Homer underſtood not Poetry: 

To future Times ,for .Juſtice.chey appeal: | 


FY 


* MM hd | —— aa — — 


And bring their Works wiumphapti 10 light 4 | 
Where they become to Worms and Moths a Prey 3; 
Forgot, in Duſt and Cobyrebs let em veſt, 
Whilſt we return from whencewe firſt digreſad . 


* FROM the Succeſs which Tragick Writers found, 


In Athens firſt was Comedy renown d. | 
— — —— 


* „ id. Vaſa 7% * 9 44 
Succeſſit vetus huic comœdia, ton fine mulca- 


Laude; fed in f e ao, n 
Er xk e on ; ler l . 0 
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Th 
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1 vr o o In. 43 
Th! Abuſive Grecian there, by pleaſing ways, 
Diſpers'd his natural Venpm in his Plays: 1 
Wiſdom, and Virtue, Honour, Wit, and Senſe, | 
Were ſubject to buffooning Inſolence: 
Poets were publickly approv d, and fought, _ f 
Who Vice extol d, and Virtue ſet at naught; 
And Soctates himſelf, in that looſe, Age, 
Was made the Paſtime of a * ſcoffing Stage. | 
At laft the Publick took in hand the Cauſe, 
And cur'd the Madneſs by the Pow'r of Laws; 
Forvad at any Time, or any Place, _ 
To name the Perſon, or deſcribe the Face · | 
The Stage its antient Fury thus let fall, Hi h 4 
comedy diyerzed without Gall 3. MF, 
21] By mild Reproofs, weed Mind iſe, Mfr's wi 
And, ſparing Perſons, innocently pleas d. 
Fach Nan. as nicely ſhown in this now. Glas, 
And ſimil d to think he was ngt meant the A; 
A Miſer oft would laugh the firſt, to find 
A faithful Draught of his on ſordid Minds 
Aud Fops were with ſuch Care and Cunning writ. 
They lic d the Piece for which themſelves did ſits | 


q — 
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YOU ES that woul he Cone Lurk wear, 
To ſtudy Nature be your only Care: . 
F: id. Nab. com. Ariſtopban. 57181 mY 
Th Who 
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44 The Art of Penn s. 


Who e'er knows Man, ind by a curious Art 
' Diſcerns the hidden Secrets of the Heart; | 
He who obſerves, and naturally can paint. 5 
The jealous Fool, the fawning Sycophant,. 
| A ſober Wit, an enterprizing Aſs, 
A humorous Otter, or a Hudibras ; 

May ſafely in theſe nobler Liſts ingage, 
And make en aft and ſpeal upon the Stage. 


STRIVE to be natural in all you write, 


And paint with Colours that may pleaſe the Sight. | In 

Nature in various Figures does abound, 5 

A Glance, a Touch, diſcovers to the Wiſe z Let 

Bur every Man hs nor dE o 
| , . Fo 


id. Verſ. 156... * 
EÆtatis cujuſque OY ſunt 4b; We N 


Mobilibuique decor natutis, dandus & annis. 
7 Verſ. 1 161. 
Imberbisj 


* ALL-CHANGING Time does alſo change the Mind; II 

| And dren Ages, alk der Pleaſures find 10 
+ YOUTH, A i — 
r en e 3 
Van 'Y; 

0 

N * = 


Cereus in virium fleQi, moniroribus aſper, | 
Vtillum tardus Proviſor, prodigus æris, 


dt; 


Sublimis, cu iduſqus & amata re 


* 


Inn Cenfure raſh, in Pleaſures all on re. 


Let Young Men ſpeak like Young, Old Men like Od? 
Obſerve the Town, nien the Coure 3 Fol Games e 


* / 


c AN T O III. * 45. 
Vain in Diſcourſe, inconflant i in Deſire, - 


The manly Age does ſteddier Thoughts enjoy 3 5 8 w_ 2 
Power and Ambition do his Soul employ: . e 
levi che Turns of Fate be fers his Mind 5 | 


kad by the paſt, the future Hopearo nd. pts 
Decrepir Age, dil adding 10 tix Store, 
For others heaps the Treaſure he adores. b * v ae 5 
lnall his Adtiohs keeps a Hosen pace ; & 
Paſt Times extols, the prelent to debaſe 3 = EXT | 
lacapable of Pleaſures, Youths abuſe ; boat 5 
In others blames, what Age does him bail. N gl 
S (1007 99 DB DVGITD een 245457 DNA 
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For thither various Characters feſbrt nu 0 bits. 
1 Ben zeil T of 

Tus tas great Johnſon purchas' his Rehown, 

lod {nb Ai AVERY the Croven 4 


— MM nt a. "0 $6 . 4 $4 


* * * * 


nr, 3 2922 3 


* 


conyerſis tudi „tas, animuſque virilis 9 
Qerir opes & amicitias, i ae een eee 
commiſiſſe cavet, quod mox mutare laboret. V 
Multa ſenem circumyentuntineommoda, vel quod — garde cn 
— inyentis miſer abſtinet, ac timet uti; nw AN ad 
e res onghestlinkde, deque 3 A ; 
dilacor, ſpe longus, iners wende uy. 13 IE 
Ditficilis, queruJus, laudator te N | 

be Puero, cenſor caſtigatorque m > work I, 


— e corte ſentiey 
Mandentur juyeni partes, pueroque viciles, | 


- * * 
* , 1 
» " ve ©'Ww 60 — * * . 
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| Your Action ſtill ſhould Reaſon's Rules obey, "is 
R Nor in an empty Scene miſtake its way. 

| Your humble Stile muſt ſometimes gently rife, . 

And your Diſcourſe ſententious be, and wiſe: 5 
The Paſſions muſt to Nature be confin d, * | 
And ene me hl er} 1h ti 
Your Wit muſt not unſeaſonably play. 

But follow Bus neſi, never lead the way: 


177 „ The ar of Pokrxr. 
' | If leſs deſirous of the Peoples Praiſe, N * 
[ | He had nor with low Farce ache, his Plays 3 hy 
ud Harlequin with noble Lee, Erd. a Ma 
1 pen in the Fox | ſee the Tortoiſe hiſt, Y 
118 _ Loſe the Author of the Alchymiſt, . 18 
The Comick Wit, bora wich a Gnileg bir. 3 12 
1 Muſt Tragick Grief, and pompous Verſe forbearʒ | 
i | Yet may he not, as on a Market-place, . An 
We With baudy Jeſts amuſe the Populace: | 
1 With well-bred Converſation you muſt pleaſe, 
bi q | And your Intrigue unravel d be with Eaſe : 
il 
[| 
[| 
14 
I - * Ohſerye how Terence dow dn bree 
| A careful Father chides bis am'rous 800 


| Then ſee that Son, Whom no Advice e 
Forget thoſe Orders, and pl Lo Pen 
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See the Andrian and the Adelphi * 
_ 15 


CAN TO III. 
Tis not a well · drawn Picture we diſcover; 
"Tis a true Son, a Father, and a Lover. 
I like an Author who reforms the Age, 
und keeps the right Decorum of the Stage; 
| Who always pleaſes by juſt Reaſon's Rule: 
I But fora tedious Droll, a quibbling Fool, 
| Who with low nauſeous Baudry fills his Plays; 
e him be gone, and on two Trefſels raiſe 


© Some Smirhfield Stage, where he may act his Pranks, _ 


And make Jack. Puddings ſpeak to Mountebanks. 
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CANTO W. 


N neee 


43 1 * The Scourge of God, and Terror of the 
AN — 7 _ Town, 


Who all the Cant of tel had 4 by 
Heart, 


And never murder d but by Rules of Art. 

The publick Miſchief was his private Gain; 
Children their laughter'd Parents ſought i in Vain: 
A Brother here his poiſon d Brother wept; 
Some bloodleſs dy d, and ſome by Opium ſlept. 
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Colds, at his Preſ lence, would to Frenzies turn; 

And Agues, . like malignant Fevers, burn. 

Hated, ar laſt, his Practice gives him o N: 

One Friend, unkilld by Drugs, of all his Stores, 

In his new Country- Houſe affords him Place, 

"Twas a rich Abbot, and a building 4/3. 

Here firſt in play the Doctor's Talent came, 

Who ſeem'd to rival * Wrer's immortal Fame: 

Of this new Portico condemns the Face, 

And turns the Entrance to a better Place; 

Deſigns the Stair-caſe at the other end. 

His Friend approves, does for his Maſon ſend : 

He comes; the Doctor's Arguments prevail. 
In ſhort, to finiſh this our hutn'rous Tale, 
He Galen's dang'rous Science does reject, 
And from ill Doctor turns good Architect. 


5 


I N this Example we may have our Part: 
Rather be Maſon (tis an uſeful Art!) 
Than a dull Poet; for that Trade accurſt, 
Admits no Mean betwirt the beſt and worft, 
In other Sciences, without Diſgrace 
A Candidate may fill a ſecond Place; 
But Poetry no Medium can admit, 
No Reader ſuffers an indiff rent Wit. | | 
„ Sy Cluiſtopher Wren, #he n 
= The 


ne 


CAN TO IV. 

The ruin'd Stationers againſt him baul, 

And Fragrant Jacob kicks him from his Stall. 
Burleſque, at leaſt our Laughter may excite; - 
But a cold Writer never can delight. 

* Grub's Ballad has, by much, more Wit and Art, 
Than the ſtiff formal Stile, of Gondibert. 

Be not affected with that empty Praiſe 

Which your vain Flatterers will ſometimes raiſe; 


And when you read, with Extaſy will ſay, 


The finiſh*d Piece ! The Admirable Play! 
Which, when expos'd to Cenſure and to Light, 
Cannot endure a Critick's piercing Sight. 


A hundred Authors Fates have been foretold; 
And Ogilby is printed, but not ſold. 


Here all the World conſider every Thought ; 
A Fool by chance may ſtumble on a Fault: 
Yet, when Apollo does your Muſe inſpire, 

Be not impatient to expoſe. your Fire; 

Nor imitate the Motteu's of our Times, 


Thoſe tuneful Readers of their own dull Rhymes, i ,-* 


Who ſeize on all th? Acquaintanc@they can meet, 
And ſtop the Paſſengers. that walk the Street: 


Ms, 


I St, George for England. 
5 2 


_ = The Art of POETRY. 


vou can no * Church, no Monaſtery chuſe, 
To ſhelter you from their purſuing Muſe. | 
I've ſaid before, be patient-when they blame; l 


5 To alter for the better, is no Shame. 
| Yet yield not to a Fos Impertinence: 
i | Sometimes conceited Scepricks, void of Senſe, 
f Ul By their falſe Taſte condemn ſome finiſ d Part, © 
1 And blame the nobleſt lights of Wit and An. 
bl hi In vain their fond Opinions you deride z + # 
| i | | li | With their loy'd Follies they are fatisfy'd ; | 
Þ | | | And their weak Judgment, void of Senſe and on x * 
1 \ Thinks nothing can eſcape their feeble Sight: TE ENS. 
| A. Their dang raus Counſels do not cure, desen i 
14 [ To ſhun the Storm, they run your Verſe a- ground; 
| | | | And thinking to eſcape a Rock, you're. drown'd. 1 


Chuſe a ſure Judg-to cenſure what you Write, 

Whoſe Reaſon leads, and Knowledg gives you Light, 

Whoſe ſteddy Hand will proye your faithful Guide, 

And touch the darling Follies you wouldghide ; 

He, in your Doubts, will carefully adviſe, 

And clear the Miſt befgre your partial Eyes. 

'Tis he will tell you, to what noble Height 
— Muſe may ſometimes take her Fight; 


_ — 1 . Abd ooo, eyeooaoIs we OY *All 244. ” © * 


* The Author here means M. du Perrier, who wou'd mak? bim 


Ray the Recital of a piece 1. Poetry of tis, even at Church, 
whether he wou'd or no. 


When, 


AAR 1 * „ 


b, 


Nay, ſome there are, for writing Verſe extobd, 


CAN TO IV. 
When, too much fetter d with che Rules of Art, 
May from her ſtricter Bounds and Limits part. 


But ſuch a perfect Judg you'll rarely ſee, 
And every Rhymer knows not Poetry; 


— 


Who know not Lxcar's Droſs from Virgil's Gold. 


* 


WOULD you in this great Art acquire Renown ? 


Authors, obſerve the Rules 1 here lay down. 


* In prudent Leſſons every where abound; 
With Pfeaſarit, join the Uſeful and the Sound: 
A ſober Reader, a vain Tale will flight; 


Ae ſeeks as well Inſtruction, as Delight. 
Let all your Thoughts to Virme be confin d, 
Still off ring noble Figures to the Mind. 


I loye not thoſe looſe Writers, who employ 
Their guilty Muſe, good Manners: do deſtroy,; 
Who with falſe Coloury ill deceive our Eyes, 
And ſhow us Vice, dreſs'd in a fair Diſguiſe. | 
Yet do I not their ſullen Muſe approve, | 

Who from all modeſt Writings baniſh Love; 


lee, A tt th 


* Ibid, verſ. 341. | 0 wth 
Centuriz leniorum agirant expertia frugis, Se. 
Omne tulit punctum, qui miſcuit utile dulci, * 
Lectorem delectando pariterque monendo. 
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54 
Who ſtrip the Play · Houſe of its chief Intrigue, - 


The Aft ef PoE T Rx. 


* And make a Murderer of · Roderigue. 


The lighteſt Love, if decently expreſs d, 
Will raiſe no vitious Motions in our Breaſt. L 
Dido in vain may weep, , and ask Relief; 
1. I blame her Folly, whilſt J ſhare her Grief.. 
15 A virtuous Author, in his charming Art, 
1 j To pleaſe the Senſe needs not corrupt the Heart; 
| [ | | His Heat will never cauſe a guilty Fire: 
LB! | To follow Virtue then be your deſire. 
9 In vain your Art and Vigor are expreſs d; 
N | | Th' obſcene Expteſſion ſhows th infected Breaſt. 
11 But above all, baſe Jealouſies avoi g 
| | 1 In which detracting Poets are employ d- 
WI A noble Wit dares lib' rally commend; 
| | | And ſcorns to grudg at his deſerving Friend. 
WI Baſe Rivals, who true Wit and Merit atem. 
MF Caballing fill againſt it with the Stent. 
[ | | f Maliciouſly aſpire to gain Renoẽw nn,, 
38's By ſtanding up, and pulling others down. - 
bl 5 Never debaſe your ſelf by treach'rous ways, 
199 Nor by ſuch abjett Methods ſeek for Praiſe: 
| | | Let not your only Busneſs be to writez _ 
| | | | Be Vietuous, "= and in your w___ delight. -- 
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0. The Cid, Tranſlated into Engliſh, 


'Tis 


CANTO IV. 


*Tis not enough your Poems be admir'd 
But ſtrive your Converſation be eur d: 
Write for immortal Fame; nor ever chuſe 05 
Gold for · the Object of à gen rous Muſe. 

1 own a noble Wit may, without Crime, 
Receive a lawful Tribute for his Time ; 

Yet I abhor thoſe Writers who deſpiſe 

Their Honour, and alone their Profit prizes. | 
Who their Apollo baſely will degrade, _ 

And of a noble Science make a Trade. 10 
Before kind Reaſon did her Light diſplay, 
And Government taught Mortals to obey 3. 


Men, like wild Beaſts, did Nature's Laws Hg nk 


They fed on Herbs, and Drink from Rivers drew; 5 
Their brutal Force, on Luſt and Rapine bent, 
Committed Murders without puniſhment; | 

| Reaſon at laſt, by her all-conquering Ars, 


Mankind from, Bogs, and Woods, and Caverns calls 
And Towns and Cities fortifies witli Walls. 4 hr 
Thus Fear of Juſtice made proud Rapine ceaſe, 


And ſhelter Fm — 
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THESE Benefits — _ word; 
Trom wheace are died hols Fictions lince ma . 
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Reduc'd theſe Sayages, and tun'd their Hearts 3 Nu u « 
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In eaſy Numbers, to rude Men convey d, 


And wich juſt Gratitude, in Greece were ard 


* That Orpheus, by his ſoft Harmonious Strainz, Bu 
Tam'd the fierce Tigers of the Thracian Plains; A 
Amphion's Notes, by theit melodious Pow se, D 
Drew Rocks and Woods, and rais'd the Theban Tow'rs. | 7 
Theſe Miracles from Numbers did ariſe, 1 
Since which, in Verſe Heav'n taught its Myſteries ; 
And by a Prieſt, pofſeſFd with rage Divine, Loot | 


| Apollo ſpoke from his prophetick Stine. 


Soon after, Homer the old Heroes prais'd, 

And noble Minds by 'great Examples rais'd ; 
Then Heſiod did his Grecian Swains incline 

To till the Fields, and prune the bounteous Vine. 
Thus uſeful Rules were by the Poets Aid, 


And pleaſingly their Precepts did impart; 
Firſt charm'd the Ear, _— the Heart: 
The Muſes thus their Wr rais'd, 


With pleaſure Mortals did their Wonders r 
And facrific'd to their Divinky: 


T 4 ; 
a * 
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* Ibid. Verſ. 391. 

Sy lveſtres homines ſacer interpreſque Deorum 
Cædib us & vighi 2 Orpheus: 
Dictus ab hoc lenire Tigres, rapidoſque Leones, 
Dictus & Amphion condirur arcis, 


| Eaxa movere - ſono teſtudinis, & prevce blanda 


Ducere quo vellet. 


But Want, at laſt, baſe Flawry entertaitd, 


| Thus needy Wits a vile Revenue made, 


CanTo IV. 


And old Parnaſſus with this Vice — | 
Deſire of Gain dazling the Poets Eyes, ' 
Their Works were filld with Flattery and gh] 


And Verſe became a mercenary Trade. 

Debaſe not with fo mean a Vice thy Art: 

If Gold muſt be the Idol of thy Heart, 

Fly, fly dr unfruitful Heliconian Strand ʒ 

Thoſe Streams are not inrich'd with Golden Sand. 
Great Wits, as well as Warriors, only gain 
Laurels and Honours for their Toil and Pain. 
But, what 2 * an Awthor cannot lune f, 1 
Or pay a Reck ning with a loy Name: 
A Poet ta whom Fortune is unkindy 00 
Who when be goes to bed has hardly ans; 
Takes little Pleaſure in Parnaſſus Dreams, 

Or reliſhes the Heliconian Stream, 
Horace had Eaſe and Plenty when he writ, 


And free from Cares for Mony or for Meat, 


Did not expect his Dinner from his Wit. 
'Tis true; but Verſe is cheriſh'd by the Great, 
And now none famiſh who deſerve to eat. | 


Neque enim cantare » ſub antro 

Pierio, thyrſumve poteſt conringere mceſta 

Pauperras, atque æris inops, quo nocte dieque * 
IN eget, latur eſt, cum clamat Horatius, Eve ! 
13 Sat. vii. Verſ, N TY 
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What can we fear, when Virtue, Arts, and Senſe 
Receive the Stars propitious Influence; 
When an Indulgent Queen, by early Grants, 
Rewards your Merits, and prevents your Wants? 

Sing then her Glory, celebrate her Fame; 
Your nobleſt Theme is her Immortal Name, 
Let mighty Spencer raiſe his reyerend Head, 

| Cowley and Denham ſtart up from the Dead; 
Let Garth his Lyre reſume, and Off rings bring; 
Our Mourach's Praiſe let bright-ey'd. Virgins fing «| 
Let Rowe's judicious' Muſe our .Stage refine, 
And his great Models form by this Deſign, 
But where's a ſecond Virgil to rehearſe 0 
Our ANN 2's:Glories in his Epick Verſe ? 
What Orpheus ſing her Triumphs o'er the Main, 
And make the Hills and Foreſts move again; 
Show her bold Nayy on the Celtick Shore, 
And Gallia trembling when. her Cannons roar : 

| Paint Europe's Ballance in her ſteddy Hand, 8 
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118 <W hilſt the * Worlds in expectation ſtand 
| 4 | of Peace or War, that wait on her Command ? 
jt [ CT ſpeak, new Glories ftrike my Eyes, 

| ' © Glories beſtow'd by Heav'n, as Valour's Prize; 
"Bleſſings of Peace, that wich their milder Rats 
Adorn her Reign, and bring Saturnian Days. 
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Now 


O 


Now let Rebellion, Diſcord, Vice and Rage, 


That have in Patriots Forms debauch'd our Age, 


Vaniſh with all the Miniſters of Hell; 


Her Rays their pois'nous Vapours did diſpel : 
'Tis ſhe alone our Safety did create; 

Her own firm Soul ſecur'd the Nation's Fate, 
Oppos d to all th Incendiaries of State, 
Authors, for her your great Endeayours raiſe. 


The loſtieſt Numbers will but reach her Praiſe, - 


For me, whoſe Verſe in Satire has been bred, 
And never durſt Heroic Meaſures tread; 

Yet you ſhall ſee me, in that famous Field, 

With Eyes and Voice, my beſt Aſſiſtance yield; 
Offer you Leſſons, that my Infant Muſe 
Learnt, when ſhe Horace for her Guide did chuſe : 
Second your Zeal with Wiſhes, Heart, and Eyes, 


And afar off hold up the Glorious Prize. 
| But pardon too, if, zealous for the Night, 


A ſtrit Obſerver of each noble Flight; 
From the fine Gold I ſeparate th? Allay, 


And ſhow how haſty Writers ſometiraes ſtray : 


Apter to blame, than kno wing how to mend; 
A ſharp, but yet a neceſſary Friend. 
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